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The  slaughter  of  sows  from  June  through  September  normally  comes  from  sows  farrowing  in 
the  spring.  Thi,  year  the  slaughter  of  sows  from  June  through  August  is  relatively  larger  than 
the  22  percent  increase  in  spring  farrowings.  This  would  indicate  that  some  liquidation  of 
breeding  stock  may  be  in  progress.  As  a  result  the  fall  pig  crop  may  not  be  as  large  as  indica- 
ted by  farmers'   intentions  June  I. 


HOGS:  PRiCE  AT  CHICAGO  AND  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER, 
UNITED  STATES,  1932-41  AVERAGE,  1942,  AND  1943 
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Figure  I.-  Hog  prices  advanced  the  first  of  the  year  when  slaughter  was  unusually  low  but  de- 
clined in  late  spring  when  slaughter  was  close  to  plant  capacity  for  that  season  of  the  year. 
Because  of  the  strong  demand  for  pork  the  prices  may  be  expected  to  be  maintained  at  or  near 
current  levels  until  the  heavy  run  of  hogs  starts  this  fall. 
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T  H  E    L  I  V  £■  S.  TO  C  K  •.  A  1^  D    WOOL  SITUATIOIT 

Summary 

'Meat  output  in  19^^  may  be  as  large  as  the  record  production  of  19^3* 
"but  rid  11  not  be  large  enough  to  supply  ail  needs.    Military,  lend-lease 
and  other  noncivllian  meat  demands  will  be  about  a  fourth  higher  than  in 
19^3 »  so  that  the  a'.mount  allocated  to  civilians  ^j^ill  be  smaller. 

T/hile  the  fall  pig  crop  may  be  smaller  than  June  1  indications, 
total  hog  slaughter  in  the  19^3"^^  crop  year  may  re£^ch  100  million  head. 
Although  the  average  live  v;eight  of  hogs  marketed  probably  will  be  lower 
than  in  19^2-^3  due  to  the  prospective  sca,rcity  of  feed  for  finishing, 
pork  production  may  exceed  the  12  billion-pound  19^2-43  production  by  1 
to  2  billion  pounds.    Processing  and  transportation  facilities  probably 
will  be  severely  taxed  in  h?ndling  the  pealc  hog  marketings  this  v/inter, 

A  smaller  spring  pig  crop  in  19^^  than  in  19^1-3       expected  because 
of  the  'reduced  feed  supply  and  the  less  favorable  hog-corn  price  ratio  of 
this  fall  cdmpared  to  last.    The  rsjige  of  short-time  hog  price  fluctuations 
and  of  sepson£:l  chonges  are  limited  by  the  narrovr  margin  between  the 
recently  anno'unced  price  ceilings  and  existing  price  supports. 

The  number  of  cattle  and  c?lves  on  farms  and  ranches  is  expected  to 
incro8.se  possibly  by  2  to  3  million  head  during  19^3  ©"^en  though  co.ttle 
slaughter  this  year  may  be  a  little  Iprger  than  in  19^+2,    Numbers  of 
cattle  are  high  in  relation  to  normal  feed  production,   so  that  a  large 
increase  in  sla.ughter  appears  desirable  for  19^^. 

The  outlook  for  cattle  feeding  in  19^3-^^^  is  not  promising.  Jeed 
supplies  are  smaller  and  feed  costs  'are  higher  than  last  year.  Uncertainty 
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of  cattle. prices  in  l^hk  is  an  important  factor  affecting  purchases  of  feeder 
cattle  this  fall.     Though  cattle  movement  into  feed  lots  has  "been  smaller 
this  year  than' a  year  ago;  larger- than-usual  movem.ent  may  still  occur.  • 

Heavy  sheep  and  lamh  marketings  during  recent  months  indicat.e  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  downward  trend  in  sheep-  numbers  which  "began  last  year.  Sheep 
on  farms  January  1  may  he  2  million  head  "below  a  year  ago,  and  the  19^+^  lamb 
crop  may  "be  smaller  "because  of  heavy  ewe  slaughter  during  recent  months.  Thos 
declines  in  num"bcr  resulted  mainly  from  a  shortage  in  skilled  help.  Contri"but. 
in^  'factors  to  a  possible  reduction  in  lamb  feeding  in  19^3-^^-  are  high  feed 
costs  and  the  currently  higher  prices  of  lambs  in  relation  to  the  I'amb  prices 
of  a  year  ago. 

Recent  G-overnment  action  affecting  livestock  includes:     (l)  The  suspen- 
sion of  slaughter  quotas  until  November  1  and  of  inventory  restrictions 
until  further  notice  by  the  War  Food  Adjninistration;   (2)  the  announcement  by 
the  Office  of  Price  Administration  that  the  Chicago  hog  ceiling  of  $1^.75 
will  be  effective  October  k;   (3)  announcement  that  from  October  1,  19^'^»  until 
March  3I,  19^5,   the  price  of  G-ood  to  Choice  200-2^0  pound  butcher  hogs  at 
Chicago  ^^rould  be  supported  by  the  War  Pood  Adjiiini  strati  on  at  $12.50;   (U)  Offic 
of  Defense  Transportation  plan  which  will  permit  livestock  producers,'  truckers 
dealers  and  processors  to  set  up  local  programs  for  the  orderly  and  continuous 
movement  of  livestock  by  motortruck..'  jy 

Although  farmers  have  less  'wool  to  sell  this  year  than  last  the'  ' 
19^3  wool  income  will  closely  parallel  the  19^3  record  income  of  I57  million 
dollars.     This  parallel  in  income  is  because  prices  to  growers  are  averaging 
about  a  cent  a  pound  higher  than  last  year.     Growers  are  paid  ceiling  prices, 
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less  freight  jind  handling  charges,  for  all  wool  sold  to  the  Coinmodity  Credit 
Corporation.     It  no\^  appears  that  Army  wool  fabric  requirements  have  passed 
their  peak  and  a  si^ahle  reduction  in  Army  orders  is  indicated  for;  the;: 
remainder  of  I9U3  and  for  19U14-,    Total  Government  and  civilian  demand,  however, 
is  expected  to  he  large  enough  to  support  a  high  rate  of  wool  consumption. 
Maintnnance  recuiremonts  of  the  armed  forces  will  he  heavy  as  long  as  the  v/ar 
continues,  and  lend-lease  and  other  eiport  requiremiCnts  probahly  will  increase 
in  19'4H,    Production  for  civilian  use  has  been'  sharply  ciirtailcd  since  early 
19^2  and  stocks  of  civilian  goods  are  nov/  relatively  sm^all. 

—  September  IS,  19^3 

RECENT  DBVELOPffiNTS 

Quotas  and  Inventory  Controls  Siispended 

The  War  Pood  Adiriinistration  announced  September  1  that  all  ouota 
limitat'ions  on  livestock  slaughter  v;ould  be  suspended  through  October  31*  This 
was  follov/ed  on  September  U  by  an  order  suspending  inventory  restrictions 
on  slaughterers  and  meat  handlers  until  further  notice.    All  other  provisions 
of  the  licensing  program  for  slaughterers  contained  in  5TiO-75»  jFDO-75*l» 
?DO-75'2  remain  in  effect.     The  action  is  expected  to  encourage  increased 
slaughter  in  Septem.ber-October  and  thus  help  to  avoid  a  glut  during'  the  late 
fall  and  vrinter  when  the  reak  runs  usually  appear, 

I-og  Prices  Advance ;  Ceil  ings  '  'feo  ■  go  in  . 
Effect. October. \ 

Kog  Drices  have  advanced^. during;, August  and  early  September.     The  average 
price  of  all  rurchases  at  Chicago.^ w^s  $1^,51  for  the  second  week  in  September 
com-rarod  viith  $13.25  for 'the  same  '  v/eek  '  in  August,     The  price  advace  for 
sovTs  was  much  greater  than  for  barrows  and  gilts.    A  top  Chicago  hog  price 
of  $15,^+0  was  reached  September  I3,  •  '  ■ 

The  Office  of  Price  Administration  has  annoxmced  a  ceiling  of  $lU.75 
a  hundrodvreip.ht  on  live  hogs  at  Chicago  effective  October  U,     In  establishing 
dollar-and-cents  ceilings  for  sales  of  live  hogs  at  varioiis  markets  'through- 
out, the  coiantry,  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  -sought  to  ihaihtain 
cus;tom.ary  geographical'  price,  relationships  and,  at  the  same  tim.e,  relate  the 
live  hog  structure  to  the  raajximTim  prices  already  set  for  pork  ai:'  wholesale  in 
Revised  Mf:xijnua  Price  Regulation  1^+8,     The  order  does  not  apply  to  hogs 
vreighting  less  than  lUO  pounds  sold  for  feeding  for  more  "than  1  m.onth,  hogs 
sold  for  breeding  or  for  serum,  or  any  hogs'  sold  by  a  recognized"  farm-  youth 
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organization  at  fairs  or  shows,  with  prior  approval  of  OPA.    Based  on  present 
corn  and  live  hog  ceilings,  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  is  13»7  a't  Chicago, 
somewhat  ielov;  that  which  prevailed  during  19^2. 

Forward  Hog-Price  Support  Announced 

-As  a  guide  to  farmers  in  planning  their  production  program  for  next 
year,  the  War  Pood  Administration  announced  that  the  price  of  Good  to  Choice 
"butcher  200-2U0-pound  hogs  would  he  supported  at  $12.50  per  himdredweight, 
Chicago  basis,  for  the  period  October  1,  I9UU,  to  March  3I,  19^5.  The 
announcement  was  made  at  this  time  "because  farmers  will  soon  he  planning  the 
number  of  sows  to  farrow  next  spring.  '  The  marketing  season  for  19^^  spring 
pigs  will  begin  in  October  19^^.    According  to  the  War  Food  Administration, 
feed  supplies  appear  to  be  inadequate  to  maintain  hog  production,  at  the  . 
record  levels  of  19^3»  ^^"^  sufficient  to  justify  a  spring  pig  crop  equal  to 
the  61  million  head  crop  of  19'^2.    This  level  of  farrowing  v;ill  be  feasible, 
however,  only  if  hogs  are  marketed  at  normal  weights  rsther  than  at  the 
heavy  weights'  of  the  last  2  years.    Prior  to  19^2  the  Hnnual  weight  of  hogs 
sold  under  Federal  inspection  averaged  about  23O  pounds.     In  13^2  it  was 
2U5  pounds,  and  is  expected  to  be  around  255  pounds  in  19^3* 

Hog  Slaughter  Down  in  August 

Hog  slaughter  in  federally • inspected  plants  declined  more  than 
seasonally  during  August.     It  was  18  percent  belov/  July  but  3I  percent  above 
the  corresponding  month  a  year  ago  for  the  same  reporting  plants.  Receipts 
of  hogs  during  the  first  part  of  September  were  running  below  those  of 
August.     Sow  marketings  continue  to  be  very  heavy  this  late  in  the  season, 
but  marketings  of  old-crop  hogs  have  declined  in  many  sections.  Interior 
Iowa  and  southern  Minnesota  market  reports  indicate  that  spring  pig  marketing 
will  be  delayed  some  2  or  3  weeks  in  those  areas,  principally  because  of 
late  farrowing. 

Cattle  Slaughter  Increases;  Prices  Irregular 

Recent  cattle  marketing  trends  are  upward.     Federally  inspected 
slaughter  during  August  was  up  I7  percent  from  July  and  while  not  as  high  as 
August  of  19^2  was  above  August  19^1.     Calf  slaughter,  which  has  been  rtm- 
ning  low,  increased  about  '30  percent  in  August.    Much  of  the  cattle  marketing 
increase  consists  of  grass-fed  cattle  from  the  Southwest  v/here  it  has  been 
\anusually  dry. 

Cattle  prices  have  been  irregular  during  the  past  month.    All  prices 
dropped  about  the  middle  of  August  follovring  the  largest  run  of  cattle 
received  since  December  19^2.     The  price  of  good  quality  cattle  strengthened 
the  following  week,  and  for  the  week  ended  September  11  Good  grade  steers 
sold  out  of  first  hands  at  Chicago  stood  at  $15.39»  almost  as  high  as  a  month 
earlier.    Prices  of  the  poorer  grades  continued  to  decline  seasonally. 
Feeder  cattle  prices  also  have  declined.     For  the  week  ended  September  11 
the  average  price  of  feeder  and  stocker  cattle  at  Kansas  City  v/as  $12. OU,  a 
drop  of  kO  cents  in  k  v/eeks. 
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Shortage  in  Rail  Equipment;  OPT  Transportation 

Program  Announced  '      '  /  .  . 

The  Association  of  ibierican  Railroads  has.  announced  .that  the  supply 
of  stock  cars,  "both  single  and  double  deck,  is  expected  to  "be  inadequate 
during  the  peak  movement  of  livestock  this  fall  and  winter.    To  assist  the 
railroads  and  to  protect  the  shipper,  it  is  suggested  that  orders  for  cars' 
iDe  placed  v;ith  the  railroad  agency  in  advance  of  anticipated  shipment  to 
permit  the  carrier  to  distri"bute  available  equipment  to  loading  stations- 
based' on  actual- requirements.  '  ■ 

In  an  effort  to  assure,  so  far  as  possible,  adequate  motor  transpor- 
tation for  livestock  this  fall  and  Winter,  the  Office  of  Defense , Transportatioj 
recently  announced  a  program  to  permit  producers,  truckers,  dealers,  and 
processors  of  livestock  to  set  up  industry  transportation  plans  locally  for 
the  orderly  and  continuous  movement  of  livestock  by  motor  truck.  Full 
details  are  being  forwarded  by  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  to 
its  field  representatives.    Any  local  committee  which  has  been  organized 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  assure  representation  to  all  persons  affected  by  a 
livestock  truck  plan  will  be  approved  by  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation 
in  Washington.    The  local  ODT  District  Manager  will  be  appointed  as  ad- 
ministrator.   The  entire  program  is  to  be  administered  by  the  local  industry 
committee  and  the  local  administrator,  except  for. appeals  by  an  individual 
against  a  local  decision. 

Little  Change  in  Prices  of  Sheep  and  Lambs; 
Slaughter  at  Record  Levels 

Lamb  and  ewe  prices  advanced  during  August  and  then  declined  in  early 
September.    The  price- of  spring  lambs  at  Chicago  was  $lU.OO  for  the  week 
ended  September  11,  compared  with  $13.72  a  month  earlier.    Ewe  prices  stood 
at  $6.75  in  the  week  ended  September  11.  ' 

The  number  of  sheep'  and  lambs  going  to  slaughter  continued  to  increase 
in  August  when  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  was  ik  percent  above 
July  and  was  the  highest  August  slaughter  on  record.    Heavy  marketings  of 
ewes  still  appear  to  account  for  a  large  part  of  the  increased  slaughter 
above  last  year,  ;  ■        ■  ••• 

Fork  Stocks  Decline;  Lard  Stocks  Increase 

Cold-storage  holdings  of  pork  on  September  1  totaled  U95  million 
pounds,  a  net  decline  of       million  pounds  from  August:  1.    Lard  and  rendered 
pork  fat  holdings  stood  at  26I  million  pounds  the  1st  of  September,  an 
increase  of  20  million  pounds  during  August.    Included  in  these  totals  are 
82  million  pounds  of  cured  pork  cuts  and  lUg  million  pounds  of  lard  and 
rendered  pork  fat  held  by  the  Food  Distribution  Administration  and  Federal 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  in  storage  outside  of  processprs*  hands. 

Lard  Purchases  Suspended;  Pork  Reduced 

From  August  8  .through  September  k,  no  lard  v;as  purchased  by  the  War 
Food  Administration.    Purchases  of  canned,  frozen,  and  cured  pork  were 


reduced  liy  35  percent  compared  with  the  previous  U  weeks,  ihe  first  tiine 
since-  the  start'  of  the  purchase'  program.' that  -lard  purpha'seg  haye  TDeen 
suspended  for  such  a  long  poriod..    The  action  was- prompted        the  recommenda- 
tion made  by  the  War  Heat  Board  in  late  July  that  purchases  of  pork,  and 
lard  he'  reduced  during  the  period  of  seasonally  small  hog  marketings  .which 
normally  occurs  in  August,  . 

Meat  "Delivered  at  Shipside"  increased  X3'  percent  diiring-  July  due  to 
the  favorahle  shipping  situation.    Deliveries  of  canned  meat  products  were 
50  percent  larger  than  a  month  earlier,  more  than  offsetting  somewhat  smaller 
deliveries  of  other  meats  and  meat  products.     ■  •  , 

■    OUTLOOK         I^ATS  AND  LIVESTOCK  IN  I9UU     ,  , 

'  '  ■■       ■'      ■  MEATS  .       -  ; 

Livestock  production  during  World  War  II  has  expanded  more  rapidly 
than  crop  production.    Total  meat  supplies  in  19^3  will  surpass  all  records 
and -supplies  in  19^^  may  he  as  large,  ■  The  output  of  meat  next  year  may 
reach Mllion  pounds,  5*^  percent  ahove  the  average  1935'"39  output.  Even 
this  large  production,  hov/ever,  will  satisfy  only  more  urgent  demands,.-  - 
On  the  "basis  of  present  estimates,  military,  lend-lease,  and  other  noncivilian 
requirements  are  expected  to  he  about  a  fourth  higher  in  19^^  than  in  19^3* 
Civilian  demand  will  be  high  but  will  be  kept  controlled  by  rationing  and 
ceiling  prices;  hence,  though  consumer  incomes. may  be  larger,  meat  expenditures 
by  civlipns  may  be  smaller  in  19^^'» 

Machinery  to  control  black  market  operations  will  be  better  organized 
in  19^U  reflecting  the  ne\i  licensing  program,  of  the  War  Pood  Administration, 
strict  enforcement  of  regulations  by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration, 
and  the  coordinating  efforts  of  the  War  Meat  Board. 

.  HOGS 

19^3  I^ig  Crop  Largest  on  Record  -     .       ■  • 

Hog  producers  this  year  will  raise  the  largest  pig  crop  on  record. 
The  spring  pig  crop  was  estimated  at  7^  million  head,  22  percent-  larger 
than  the  previous  record  of  19^2.     It  was  larger  than  in  19^2  in  alL  States,  i 
with  the  greatest  percentage  gain  occurring  in  the  western  Corn  Belt  and  1 
in  areas  outside  the  Corn  Belt.  ■  I 

The  fall  pig  crop  is  also  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  19^2.    The  | 
June  1  breeding  intentions  of  farmers  indicated  a  25;.. percent  increase,  but 
since  then  conditions  have  changed  somewhat.    Marketings  of. sows  this 

summer  have  been  about  half  again  as  large  as',  a  year  ago, '  indicating  th-^t  | 

some  liquidation  of  breeding  stock  may  be  in  progress.     (See  chart  on  cover  i! 

page. )                                                •        ■  .     .  ' 

Corn  prices  have ■ advanced  since  last  year.    The  hog-corn  price  ratio 
(Cliicago  basis)  dropped  below  I3  during  July.    Even  then,,  because  of-  the  . 
greater  value  obtained  from  feeding  corn  to  hogs  than  from  selling  it  at  .■; 
ceiling  prices,  relatively  little  corn  was  moved  from  farms  where  produced.  f 

I  j 
) 
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This  has  made  it  difficult  for  some  farmers  who  normally  "buy  corn  to  obtain 
sufficient  corn  for  their  livestock  feeding.    AlthoUf,h  a  favoralile  corn 
crop  is  indicated  for  this  year,  feed  supplies  per  animal  unit  will  "be 
smaller  than  in  recent  years  "because  of  the  lar^e  number  of  animals  now  on 
farms.  _  . 

Record  Large  Hog  Slaughter  Expected 

Because  of  large  pig  crops  the  19'^3-^^  hog  slaughter  will  exceed  the 
record  19^2-^3  slaughter  and  may  reach  100  million  head  even  after  allov;ing 
for  relatively  large  death  losses.     The  average  live  weight  of  hogs  inarketed, 
however,  may  he  somewhat  lower  than  last  season  due  to  the  prospective  tight 
supply  of  feed  for  finishing.     Pork  production  in  19'-^3-^^  ^ay  "be  1  to  2 
billion  pounds  gre?Dter  than  the  12  billion  pounds  estimated  for  19^2-^^31  and' 
U  to  5  billion  pounds  greater  than  the  5- year  (1937-^1)  average.  Expectations 
pre  that  the  I'^kk  spring  pig  crop  will  be  smaller  than  this  year's  crop 
because  of  the  smaller  feed  su^-ply  and  the  less  favorable  hog-corn  price 
ratio  compared  with  last  year.     This  would  mean  that  hog  slaughter  in  the 
calendar  year  19^^+  will  probably  be  smaller  than  for  the  miarketing  year 
I9U2-U3,  possibly  by  2  to  3  million  head.     Hog  slaughter  in  19^^  nevertheless 
would  still  be  3  to  U  million  head  higher  than  in  19^3' 

Processing  and  Trmsrortntion  Eacilities   ■  ■ 
to  be  Strained 

It:  appears  that  the  monthly  slaughter  of  hogs  under  Federal  inspection 
in  December  or  January  will  exceed  the  all-time  record  of  6.8  million  head 
slaughtered  la.st  December.    Because  of  wartime  restrictions  on  materials, 
the  increase  over  last  yepr  in  the  physical  capacity  of  all  plants  is  . 
probrbly  small,   though  v/ar- duration  plants  coming  under  inspection  have 
increased  the  total  ca.pacity  of  federally  inspected  plants  about  2  percent. 
It  v;as  estimated  that  the  capacity  of  federally  inspected  plants  in  December 
19^2  was  S.O  to  8.5  million  head,  w'ith  the  labor  force  then  avoilable. 
However,  the  present  labor  force  is  probably  m.uch  smaller  than  it  we-s  a 
year  ago.     In  June  this  year,  when  slaughter  was  only  5.6  million  head,  the 
War  Meat  Board  found  that  hogs  vrero  being  carried  over  in  packers'  yards  . 
because  of  the  manpower  shortage. 

Possibly  the  critical  transportation  situation  will  serve  as  a  check  on 
hog  marketings.     Only  SO.  to  85  rercent  as  many  livestock  truckers  are  reported 
to  be  available  this  fall  compared  with  last  in  the  Corn  Belt  because  of  a 
shortage  of  both  drivers  and  mechanics.    But  truckers  are  expected  to  be  able 
to  handle  90  to  95  percent  as  much  livestock  as  they  moved  last  fall. 
Efficiency  is  expected  to  improve  even  more  this  fall  both  as  a  result  of 
voluntary  arrangements  among  farr.ers  and  truckers  and. of  organized  attempts 
in  local  committees  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation.  Many 
farm  trucks,  as  well  as  som.e  for-hire-  trucks  not  equipped  with  livestock  r?cks 
will  probably  be  used.     Shortages  may  force  some  economies.  Marketings, 
which  in  the  past  have  been  unevenly  spread  through  the  week,  will  be  more 
even  and  also  peak  loads  will  be  extended  over  a  longer  period. 


-  10 


LI ttle  Chrn^e  in  Hog  Prices 
Expected  in  iglj-IT"  "  • 

Hog  prices  in  the  next  year  will  "be  restricted' vi thin  ra.ther  narrow 
limits.     The  upper  limit  on  the  price  of  all  hogs  will  "be  determined  "by  the 
recently  annoimced  ceiling  of  $li+.75        live  hogs  at  Chicago.     On  the  lower 
side  there  is  a  support  price  on  Good  and  Choice  "butcher  hogs  at  Chicago  of 
$13.75  for  2I+O-27O  pound  weights  until  Octoher  l^kk  and  $12.50  for  200-2^0 
pound  weights  from  then  until  April  19^5»    Prices  of  "butcher  hogs  of  other 
v/eights  v/ill  probably  maintain  about  a  normal  relationship  to  these  prices. 
Sow  prices  are  somewhat  independent  of  barrow  and  gilt  prices  and  could-  de- 
cline but  probably  will  not  get  far  out  of  line  because  of  the  anticipated 
strong  export  demand  for  lard  9nd  fat  cuts. 

Generally  the  average ■ price  of  all  hogs  at  Chicago  is  less  than 
50  cents  below  the  prices  of  the  weights  and  grades  to  which  the  supports 
are  tied,  so  that  the  extreme  range,  in  hog  prices- is  likely  to  be  less  than 
$lo50  before  October  ISkh  and  less  than  $2. '75  from  then,  to  the  end  of  I9UU. 
This  vrill  allow  little  margin  for  short-time  fluctuations  and  seasonal 
changes  in  price.  ,  . 

CA.TTLS- 

Continued  Increase  in  Cattle  Population  . , 
Sxpocted  During  "l9'43 

Cattle  numbers  have  been  increasing  steadily  since  the  lov;  point  of 
the  cycle  in,  1933.     On  January  1,  19^3 >  number  of  all  cattle  and  calves 

on  farms,  vras  73.2  million  head,  an  increase  of  3  million  head  over  the 
previous  year  and  is  3»2  million  hea.d  la.rger  than  the  peak  number  of  193'-*-* 
Hovrcvcr,   the  current  regional  distribution  of  .cattle  is  different  than  in 
1^3^»     Most  of.  tho  increase  since  193^  '^^^  been  in  .the  eight  Worth  Central 
Sta.tes  east  of  tho  Missouri  River  and  Oklahoma,  ^^nd  the  three  Pacific  Coast 
States.     Texas,   the  Plain  States,  p,nd  the  Rocky  Mountain  States  ha.ve  fewer 
cattle  t"his  yerr  than  in  193^« 

During  19^3  another  increa.se  of  about  2  to  3  ■  "billion .  head  in  the 
number  of  cattle  oa  farms  ma,y  be  expected.    While  f^dera.lly  inspected 
sl<aughter  to  date  has  been  about  a  million  hea.d  bolov^  last  yea.r,  nonfeder- 
ally  inspected  plants  are  handling  at.  public  stockya.rds,  a  la.rger  proportion 
of  tho  total  kill.    Receipts  indica.te  that  total  slaughter  to,  date,  this 
year  proba.bly  is  not  much  lower  than  last  year.    If  slaughter  during  the 
fall  months  were  la.rgor,  than  a  year  ago  as. now  seems  likely,  the  total 
sla.ughter  in  19^3  ^^'7  "be  above  tha.t  of  19^2, 

A  third  of  the  increase  in  cattle  numbers  during  19^2  was  in  cows     .  . 
and  young  anima.ls  kept  for  milk,   the  largest  increases  being  in  the  eight 
East  Worth  Central  States  and  in  the  South,   .This  trend  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue in  I9U3.     Tho  demand  for  milk  cattle  is  a. result^  of  tho  strong  wartime 
need' for  da.iry  products.  ,  .      -  , 
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19^3-4^  Cattle  Feeding  Bxpected  to  lie  on 
Reduced  Scale'     '•  "'  •      •  '•  •• 


ther.-same  as■.^l•%^st;-y.efv¥^r-•i>^J-t~JCatt^  lg,3S_coni  n  dent  of  a  furtner 

.rise' in' pr'i'ces  of  slau^^hter"  cattl'e  •timn  they  v-ere  a  year  ago.  The  price  ot 
■-'f&ci-xatt.le-- Gont-iii'iie*-- i^d^hl^bi^  the  ceilings  on  beef,  and  little 

further  rise  in  prices  can  "be  reasonably  expocted.     Feeder  cattle  prices, 
which  were  unusually  high,  in  the  fir&t  h^;lf"'<5f  tHe  -year,  declined  in  July  • 
Vi^th  8ii'*iiicreas(?d-.run  of 'i^ange 'c?attl€^,'.  ••-<"- ■  .   .      '  •  ,' ' 

*->•••.•-•-  jff'-nAimber' 'of-  facittra  .in..afll^itj(Jn  .1>»'aattl-9tpriQcs  normally^  influe.ijce 
'cattle ''feeding:   -  *.  -  ' 


-.•■^l )■  ■  Supp-lia 5. -o£.  '£e'e'i(l» .. b oXh  ,grjj.in  and ro-ggf^ge In  proportion  to  .the 
'units  of- livestock  to  b^  fed,  the  hay  ^supply  ►is  .ff-bQut  49au3,l  ..to  .the  , average 
-•of-rt-h^B  l4!(rS-t-.six  .dcaspjiS*-  a  pq^ri?)^  of  il,-».Pg9.' hay, production. .  .FeQd-rgsain- 
^iu^liQ4^~^&x  urd^t..  of^JXyesiflClv  are,_],^W'e,omparei,  vith»the  heavy  supplies  of 
post-drought  years.     Surplus  supplied  of  both  hay  and  grain  will  disappeax 
during  1343"^^  liberal  -^nd  s^)inGV'hat  vrasteful  rates  of  f ecdiug;  pre-  ' 

yyAi ling* last  ye^ir- will  be  curtailed.  ^ 'But f  •  if  •. supplies  wore  ?s  woll--utilized 
^a^'in  ttia-5-~yO'aJ^-£h  l9i-3"7--'^'^li  ^        .TisuaJ.' ^ii?:".M.tity...per' hc;p,d'  of-  livestock  could 


;.•  ..          t-j^V - P r.ictj £■  XagJi's * .  .,3?ijejd.  prjceG'  erC'  Mgh«  compared  with'  a,  ;5rcar  agot 

-i^,>Ni5-r.th  .GeJL-ta'al».Bt^^^  about  a  third 

*- over  ik^t- year. V  --■ 


• « •  » •  ♦ 


43-)-R»t'tfKns  .-f roia.'.  re.csjxt  feodih^  'O.yrerp.tif.u's;  •  '  Cattle  feeding  of  animals 
'tpiirchns-ed  last  y-car  has*  been  modern te»l'y -prof d-trpjb-ld',-  pprticularly:  i\fiion  finishr 
-i-Bg~wa&-G-ar"ri.ed.vOul^-to  ,tha  .Good  gn^i^c^  Feeding  ^operations  on^stock  pur- 
chased this  year  have  not  been  'so  anfccc)sSi''ul  bc'cau.se.  .lof '  the'  narrovTing-Tsp-fp^' 
betVcen  feeders  mid  "fed  cattle  pjid  "-the  "ri'so-  in  -foed-costs,    ■'  I 

■    .•>■•         v;:;  . 

(U)  Supplies  of  feeders.     Market  su-pplies  of  feeder  cattle  have  been 
plentiful  this  year,  but  a-'-l^rgu.  p£'dfpur;£i:0]£.^2^  feed 
lots..,  T.hc  _^raovemi\nt  of  feeder  cattle  from  public  stockyards  for  the  first  7 
mon-tihg  .o.f  ■  t^his'  sopaoh'  ha's  been 'T7  pc'rcaht-'more"  than  it  was  -in... the  correspond- 
ing'pQr.i9d. last' year.  '  Feeder  cattle  rcc':^i'ycd  in  the  eight  Corn  Belt  States 
,fpr,  thcse-'J  months^ wp;,s  /^percent  i^oss '•"than" 'las t'^^ear;"    Apparently 'some' -of 
the.se'.'cattle  ,are  diverted  to  other  us'e's'l'  ■  The  "'nufiber  of  cattle  oh  "feed  ■ ' 
Augnjist  1  was  11  .'percent  lower  "than  .for  ;, a  year  e'arlier,  *vi'th  less  thpri  two- 
thirds  as  m.^ny_  cattle,  being  put 'on -feed  between 'April  1  and- August  1.  ,  ' 

While  early'indicatidns  seemed ' to' point  to  a' reduction  in  cattle 
feeding  operations,  late  September  sa,w_^a  further  increase  in  the  out-movement 
of  feeders  from  public  markets.  •^.'-l.±.\.i.s.'.-si-ill_tpp_(?r'r^^ 

elusion  but  the  number  of  cattle  put  on  feed  may  be  nop.rly  as  grcA't  as  the 
large,  number  a  .year  a,go,  ^  Hange  conditions  have  deteriorated  in' the  West 
I  recently  ajid  . larger  tKah  '  se^. So iWl^marko tint's  of  range  cattle  may- occur,  maaiy 
.  of  whi'ch  could  go'  ;to,feed  lots  this  'fail';  '  Vfhile  feed 'co^ts  are  high,  •'•the 
foed^  supply  appcar"p'^-tq  Vc'  suffi'cicnt  'for"  inoderate' feeding  i'h  those  regions 
vrhcre  cattle 'fe&ding  is  pr^r'fc-%ic'ed-"i  ■    *■■  .•*'  .  -. 
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lable         Cattle  and  calves:    Supply  and  disappearance,  1939-^3 


•  Item  ■    1939  !    19^0  ;    19^1  ;    i9'+2  *,19^3  1/ 

______    ______    ______    ___^__   1.    ______     »  »  M      ______  « 

:Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 

;  head.  \  hea.d       head       head  head 
i 

Cattle  and  calves  on  farms,  January  1:  : 

Milk  cows,  2  years  and  over  ,,..»,.,.. 2^,6  2^.9       25.5       26,54-  26,9 

Other  dairy  cattle  ♦ . , . . . .... . , . .  ♦ ... . ;  11  >0  11.5       11.9       12. U  12.8 

Total  dairy  cattle  35>6  36'.[i       37«^~   ,  39«7 

Cows  kept  for  "beef  10.0  10.6       11.2       12,1  12.7 

Other  cattle   20. U.      21.2  ^22.9       2^.3  25.8  , 

Total  number  on  farms,  January  1  ... ;  66.0  6872       71»5       15*^-      .  1^*2 

Calf  crop   ,   28.8  29.8       3I.I       32^7       33 » 7 

Imports  , ,  ,  ;  .8  .6         2/  .   ^  2/ 

Total  supply  2/                               ;  95*6       98.6  '102.6  107.9  U1.9 

« 

Slaughter:  ^  i 

Cattle  -  federally  inspected           v. ..j  9.U        9,8  10,9  12*3  11,^ 

Noninspected  :  5.2_  5>2  5»-5         5*3  7-2 

Total                                      14.6  I5.O  _  iCT"  17*6 

Calves      federally  inspected  5.3         5,4  5.5  5,8    '    '  4,5 

Noninspected  .......«.,.,.>..;  3^9         3,7  ^.8    ^  2^7  5.2 

Total   9.2  9»1  ^.3-       9>5  9JL. 

Total  slaughter  23.8       2^.1        25.7       27.1  28.3 

Other  disappearance  2/  *  3.6  3.0  ■       l.j   2.6  2.8 

To tal  di sappearance  ' ..... :  2.j ,h       27.1  27 >^       29.7   31*1 

Number  on  far^ns  end  of  year  ..v.........:  7I.5  75.2  78,2  80.8 

J    _    _   _         ' _  •  ^       

!_/  Preliminary  estimates;  partly  forecast. 

2I  Import  data  are  not  published  after  October  19U1.    Included  with  "other 
disappearance"  after  19^0. 

Little  Change  in  Cattle  Prices  Expected  in  19^^ 

■    ,  With  present  beef  ceilings,  it  does  not  appear  likely  that  cattle 
prices  can  advance  much  in  19^^^    Most  studies  have  shown  that  prices  of 
live  cattle  are  high  in  relation  to  ceiling  prices  for  beef,  and  it  is  likely 
that  there  may  be  some  drop  in  price  with  strict  enforcement  of  OPA  ceilings,. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  prospective  demand  for  meats  is  strong  enough  to 
absorb  any  supply  of  cattle  that  is  likely  to  be  marketed  next  year,  so  that 
there  appears,  to  .be  little  reason  to  expect  a  material  decline  in  price  next 
year  unless  marketings  are  in  excess  of  processing  facilities. 

October  Peak  May  Tax  Railway  and  .Processing 
•  Facilities  ; 

The  seasonal  peak  in  cattle  slaughter,  which  normally  occurs  in 
October,  may  severely  tax  processing  facilities  due  mainly  to  a  l^ok  of 
skilled  labor.    This  will  be  more  restrictive  on  cattle  slaughter  than  on 
hog  slaughter,  because  there  are  more  skinning,  trimming,  and  boning 
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operations  on  beef  and  these  'require  skilled  help.    As  with  hogs,  transpor- 
tation delays  may  relieve  some'  of  the  pressure  on  packers,  while  the  combined 
shortage  of  both  may  prolong  the  peak  season  of,  marketing  and  even  out  market 
receipts  on  the  different  days  of  the  week* 

The  demand  for  rail  service  for  livestock  apparently  approached  the 
capacity  of  available  equipment  in  October  19^2,    Railroad  loadings  of  live- 
stock cars  to  date  in  19^3  have  been  I5  percent  larger  than  for  the  same 
period, in  19^2.    It  is  estimated  that  rail  movement  of  livestock  during 
October  19^3  about  6  percent  heavier  than  in  October  19^2.  Under 

favorable  conditions  the  railroads  can  handle  the  increased  volume,  but 
any  delayed  movement  of  stock  trains  due  to  heavy  troop  movements  r.r  shortage 
of  locomotives  or   labor  will  limit  capacity, 

SHEEP  Airo  LAMBS 

Sheep  ITumbers  to  be  Reduced  Further 
During  19^3 

The  recent  peak  in  the  number  of  sheep  a,nd  Ismbs  on  farms  was  reached 
on  January  1,  19^2,  and  n-ombers  have  been  declining  since  that  time.  The 
exceptionally  heavy  marketings  of  sheep  and  lambs  during  the  current  year 
indicate  that  a  drop  of  about  2  million  head  may  take  place  during  19^3* 

Table  2,-  Sheep  and  lambs:     Supply  and  disappearance,  1939~^3 


Item  '   ;  1939  ;  19U0  ;  19U1  ;  19U2  ;i9U3  1/ 


:Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 
;  head       head       head       .head  head 

• 

Sheep  and  lambs  on  farms,  January  1:  :  . 

Ewes,  1  year   :  35. 0       35.9       36.7  37-7  37.3 

Other  stock  sheep  and  lajibs   :  10. 7       10,7       11«1  i2«l  11.0 

Sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  :      5.9  .       ?.g         '  6.3  6^9  6.8 

Total  :    51.6  52. U  .  36.7  35.1 

Lamb  crop   ;     30:r  ^1_;J        32.9  32.6  3I.I 

Total  supply  4  ;     81. 7  83.7       87.2  89*3  86.2 

• 

Federally  inspected  slaughter...  :  I7.2       I7.U  18.1       21.6  20.7 

Noninspected  slaughter  , .  ,.  U,2    .  ■•  U.2  3.8  k,0  . 

Total  slaughter  *  ;     21-. 6  .21.6  22.3  24.7 

Other  disappearance  :  7^7  7_^g  8^2  8.8  8.b 

Total  disappearance  :  29.3       29.4  ■  "  3O.3    ~  3H.2  33.3 

Number  on  farms  end  of  year   :  5274      ^.3  56.7    ,   55. 1  527^ 

« 

-  .  m»,m^mmm.mm^^     ^^wmmmmm     ^mmmmm         _    •     ' .     

1./  Preliminary  estimates;  partly  forecast.  ^ 

Ewe  slaughter  during  May,  J\ine,  and  July  was  82  percent  above  a  year 
ago  and  three  times  as  great  as  the  average  for  the  same  period  in  the  pre- 
ceding 5  years.  It  appears  that  a  considerable  liquidation  in  ewe  numbers 
is  now  under  way.    Slaughter  of  lambs  and  yearlings  has  also  increased,  but 
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not  nearly  so  much  as  in  the  case  of  ewes.  Because  of  the  smaller  lamlj  crop 
this  year,  total  slaughter  in^  I9U3  is  esq^ected  to  "be  somewhat  smaller  thaii'^  - 
the  record  slaughter  achieved  last  year  but  should' he  higher  than 'the  ■"  "  ■' ■ 
slaughter  of  any  previous  year.  Slaughter  of  sheep  and  leinlis  in  the  first'"  ' 
8  months  this  year  was  2  percent  mor.e  than  in  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago  in  inspected  plants  reporting  "both  years. 

In  the  Native  Sheep  States  stock  sheep  numbers  will  still  he  at  a' 
high  level  on  January  1,  19^+^-    While  numhers  in  these  States  on  January  1, 
19^3*  were  slightly  helow  19^2,  they  were  ahove  any  previous'  year  since  191^- 
In  the  11  Western  States,  however,  stock  sheep  numbers  at  the  end  of  this 
year  will'  probably  be  at  the  lowest  level  since  1925»    Ih  Texas' and  the  ;  ' 
range,  area  oi  South  Dakota  sheep  numbers  at  .  the  beginning  of  1°!^])  \ieve  at 
their  peak.    Marketings  from  these.  States  have,  been  heavy. in  1'9^3»  hov/ever. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  responsible  for  the  heavy  marketings 
of  sheep  and  lambs  during  19^3         been  the  increased  shortage  of  skilled 
labor  for  handling  sheep  in  the  Western  States.    Another  factor,,  the  uncer- 
tainly of  obtaining  needed  concentrate  feeds  for  wintering  range  flocks, 
also  is  important.    Rather  than  run  the  risk  of  heavy  death  losses,  many 
sheepmen  are  reported  to  be  planning  to  reduce  the  size  of  their  herds. 
It  is  probable  that  the  labor  sit\iation  will  become  even  more  acute  in 
With  breeding  herds  reduced  by  this  year's  liquidation^  the  lamb  crop  may' 
be  reduced  somewhat  next  year,  even  though  weather  and  feed  conditions  should 
be  aboul;  average* 

' ' ' 

Movement  of  Feeder  Lambs  Curtailed  _  , 

Information  now  available  indicates  that  the  number  of  lajnbs  on  .feed 
up  to  the  present  is  less  this  year  tha.n  last.    Feeder  lamb  shipments  received 
in  the  eight  Corn  Belt  States  during  July  and  August  vjere  I5  percent  smaller 
than  they  vTere  last  year.     Contracting~'ofj  lambs  has  continued  at  a  slow  pace 
in  most  sections  of  the  country.    The  continued  dry  weather  -in 'Kansas  and 
Texas  makes  it  appear  doubtful  that  the  number  of  lambs  .gra>&ed  <«>.'d^ho  wheat 
pastures  of  those  States  this  year  will  be  ,as  high  as  last  year.         '• '  ■  ' 

With  present  feed  costs  and  with  the  prica  of  feeder-  .l-ambs-  higher-  in  - 
relation  to  tat  lajnb  prices  than  a  year  ago,., there,  is,  l-e&S'  ohence  for-  profit 
on  feeding  operations.'  Feedpr  prices  to  date,  have,  remained,  close- to  the ' ' 
prices  of  spring  lambs,  as  the  latter  pripes  have  declined  from  the  peak 
they  reached  in  March  this  year,        ,        ^   .  .  -  r 

Sheep  e>ad  Lainb,  Bri'ces      '  Continue'  "High  in'  19^U;  

Slaughter  may  be  Reduced  .   

T/ith  the  present  strong  demand  for,  meats ,.  sheep  -  and  lajnb  prices 
probably  will  continue  at  or  near  recent  levels  in  19^^»     Total  m^ket.ings.. . 
of  sheep  and  lainbs  'for  slaughter  next  year  will  depend  upon  the  proportion 
of  the  19^3  lamh  crop  carried  over  into  19^^»  the  size  of  the  19^^  lamb 
crop,  and  the  extent  to  which  breeding  herds  are • reduced  during  19^^«  Even 
tho'ugh  these  factors  may  contribute  to  heavy  marketings  next  year,  sla.ughter 
of  sheep  and  lambg in  19^^  may  be  smaller  than  the  number  slaughtered  in  19^3» 
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MAXIMUM  PRICE  REGULATIONS  IN  EFEECT  FOR  MEATS  AND. 
PJILATED  PRODUCTS  ON  SEPTEI^ER  I3,  19^3 

A  general  .classification  of  the  maximum  price  regulations  on  meats  issued 
"by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  is  given  in  table  3.  •  This  may  "be  useful 
for  those  interested  in  knowing  what  regulations  are  now  in  force.    The  specific 
price  measures  are  classified  according  to  both  the  type  of  meat  product  and  the 
type  of  sale.    This  is  a  functional  break-down  of '  marketing.     Some  of  the  product 
may  pass  directly  from  the  slaughterer  to  the  retailer,  whereas  others  may  pass 
through  many  hands.    In  general,  however,  the  regulations  affecting  butchers  who 
slaughter  locally  are  included  under  "retailer." 

Table  3»*"  Meats  and  related  products:     Summary  of  maximum  price 
_  _.  reflations  through  September  13,  19^3 


Product 


Dressed  hogs,  pork  cuts, 
processed  meat  products 

Variety  meats  and  edible 
byproducts 

Carcasses  and  cuts 

Kosher  cuts 

Variety  meats  and  edible 
byproducts 

Kosher  variety  meats  and 
edible'  byproducts 

Carcasses  ajad  cuts 

Kosher  cuts 

Variety  meats  and  edible 
byproducts 

Kosher  variety  meats  and 
edible  byproducts 

For  war  procurement  agencies 


For  other  than  war  procure- 
.ment  agencies 

.Kosher  sausage 

Hbrsemeat  Carcasses,  cuts  &  processed 
products 


Lard   * 

1/  Revised  March  30,  194-37 


Regulations  now  in  force  establishing 
maximum,  prices  on  sales  by 


Slaughterers,  packers, 
^    afid  vfholesalers, 

Rl.'IPR-lUg.  &  Am.  1  to 

10 

MPR-39S  &  Am.  1 


RlvIPR-169  1/  &  Am.  5, 
6,  7,  12,  15,  17.  IS, 
20  to  26 


MPR-39g  A  Am.  1 


RI'^R-239  &  Am.  1  to 
5,  7.  9 


MPR-39S  &  Am.  1 


MPR-2g6  &  Am.  1,  3, 

Am.  5  to  miPR-lUg 

MPR-3g9  &  Am.  1  to 
5,  7 

Am.  7  to  MPR  3g9 
MPR-367  &  ;jn.  2,  3 

?£PR-33.  MPR--U21  


Retailers 
'Wr-336  &  Am.  5  to  g  ' 

Am.  5  to  g  to  I^R-336 

MPR-355  &  Am.  5  to  IC 
MPR-39^  &  Am,  1,  2,  3 

Am.  5,  9, .10  to 

MPR-355 

MPR-39^  &  Am.  1,  2,  3 

MPR-355  &  Ijn,  5  to  IC 
MPR-39U  &  Am.  1,  2,  3 

Am.-  5,  9,  10  to 

MPR-355 

li5PR-39^  &  Am..  1,  2,  3 
None 


:  Am.  5,  g  to  MPR-336 

1  ■  .  - 

Am.  U  to  MPR-39^ 

IffR-367  &  Am,  2,  3 
MPR-U22,  MPR-U23  


'     TIIE  V/OOL  situation' 

BACKGROUl'ID , -  Mill  corxsumption  of  'apparel  vfool  has  teen  e,t  a 
record  level  since  19^1  as  a  result  of  large  military  reciuire- 
ments.     Con.sumption  iii  the  12  months  ended  June  19^3  totaled 
1,1  "billion  poTxnds- compared  vith  1.0  "billion  pounds  in  19^1-^2 
and  a  1936-i+O.  .average,  of  ■  6OO  million  pounds.    Although  domestic 
pr  eduction  ■••has  "b-e  en  at  record  or  nop.r-.record  levels  in  the  last 
few  years  the  largo  mill  .requirements  have  made  it  necessary  to 
import  large  o^^uantities  of  foreign  vrool  and  to  maintain  rela- 
tively large  stocks'  of  vrool  in  this  country.     Coiling  plaices  for 
wool  wore  ost.^."bli she'd  "by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  in  . 

•'   iDccemhor  :  19^1 .  ^^nd  prices  of  domestic  wools '  have  "been  close  to 
coilirtg  levels  ^sincc  that  time.    In  April  19^3      Government  pur- 
chf'.so  progr'p,!7]  .was  set  up  for  domestic  wools  and,  with  certain 
exceptions,  the  Commodity  Crodit  Corporation  "became  the  sole 

\  purchpscr  of  -.such  vroals.  .  '  ■■  ■• 

Current  Market  ?rice;s  for  ¥0 ol  Irregular  « 

"but  Little  Ch'^nge.  grom  Celling  ''    ■  '  ' 

Iiovels  i s  Indicated 

Prices  of'  doji^stic.  wools  a.t  Bbs'ton  x-.^cro  irregular  in  August  and  ' 
the  ep.rly  pp.rt  of  Sop.tcmhor.  ,  Demand  .was,  li-ght  and  some  dopler-owned  fine 
Western  wools  v/erc  offered  "below  ceiling"pra.ces .     The  decline  in  prices 
resulted  chiefly  fro<ra  ui-.cert^inty  regarding:  ncrr"by  mill  demand  for  domestic 
v/ools.     Pine  grp4G.s  .of  foreign  v;ool  ?ire  p.v,rila"blo'  to  mills  at  lower  prices 
thpn  corresponding  gjrp.dos  of  domestic  wool';,;     Army  orders  which  specify 
the  use  of  domestic  jtooI  are  Aho  principal  outlet  for  domestic  wools  at_ 
prescript.    -With  .dGJ'.ivprios  of  many  Army  f a"brdcs  deferred  until  early  19^*+ 
at  the  roaucst  of  thp  Quartermaster  Coi'ps,  mills  are  not  inclined  to  pur- 
chase addi tion.'rl  quaiitities  of  domestic  v.rool  p.t  this  time. 

Despite  the  current  weakness  iii  the  Boston  rar.rkot,  it  is  unlikely 
thpt  much  domestic  wpol  will  he  available  "below  ceiling  prices- during  the 
remainder  of  19^3  e.arly  19^+^+,     Most  of  the  rem.o,ining  supplies  of, 

the  19^3  clip  are  hejLd  for  account  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  to 
"bo  sold  at  appr^.iSGd;  prices  based  on  coiling  values.     The  spreading  out  of 
deliveries  of  Amy  fabrics  is.likcly  to  reduce  mill  demand  for  dom^estic 
wools,  but  total  requirements  will  continue. relatively  large  so  long  as 
the,  wp.r  continues.     ■  .  '.  ■  "_ 

Herr-Pecord  Income  lyon  ¥o?l  .  '■  ,         '  ■  ' 

Expected  in  I9U3  .  ■  : 

T"ne  average  price  received  by  fp.rmerfe  for  wool  vrps  hi. 2  cents  a 
pound  on  August  I5*.  ;Prices  far  the.  first  5'''^o^"^hs  of  the  19^1-3  np.rfceting 
scpson  (April -August 5  aver.aged  ^+1.3  cents  a'pound.    Although  f.arm.ers 'have 
less  vrool  to  sell  this  ye?r  than  last,   the  19^3  income  from,  wool  v/ill  not 
differ  much  from. Inst  ycp.r-'s  record  income  of  157  million  dollars.'  Prices 
have  been  aver^.ging  about  a  cent  a  pound  higher  thpji  l^.st  year.    Prices  to 
f fi.rip.ers . .ars  not- A.ffected  by  the  recent. weakening  ih  prices  of  fine  territory 
wools  at  Boston,    Under  the  G'^vornncnt purchase  program  for  the  19^3  clip, 
growers  are  paid  current  coiling  prices  loss  freight  and  handling  charges 
for  all.  v.'ool  sold'.to  :.the  Commodity  Credit  "Corporatj.on...,,,^.,..,.   ,.  .,    ,  ...       — ^ 
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Tho  present  purchase  program  for  domestic  wool  is  on  axi  annual 
"basis  and  applies  only  to  the  19^3  production.     Grovrer  orga.nizations  and 
Government  officials  hnve  indicated  their  "belief  thpt  a  price-supporting 
program  should  be  maintained  during  the  v/ar  and  until  the  stock  pile  of 
foreign  wools  stored  in  the  United  States  ps  a  strategic  reserve  have  boon 
disposed  of.    But  no  official  decision  hns  yet  been  mrde  on  this  matter. 

Smaller  Production  Indicated  for  19^*^- 

Shorn  wool  production  in  19^^  may  be  slightly  smaller  than  the  19^3 
production  of  377  million  pounds  because  of  a  reduction. in  sheep  numbers, 
but  production  probably  vrill  be  larger  than  in  most  years. prior  to  19^0. 
Pulled  wool  production  in  19^^  probably  will  be  about  the  same  ps  in  19^42 
and, 19^3 »   0^  about  67  million  pounds.    A  decline  in  slaughter  of  shcop  and 
Isjnbs  mpy  reduce  tho  total  number  of  pelts  available  in  19^^.    Army  require- 
ments for  sheprlings,  however,'  have  been  running  at  a  considerably  reduced 
rate  in  19^3  ^-^^  if  this  lower  rate  is  maintained  -the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  pelts  diverted  to  shearlings  could  offset  a  moderate  decline  in  total 
slaughter. 

Mill  Consumption  Dovm  in  July 

Mill  consumption  of  apparel  vrool  averaged  10.9  million  pounds  a  week 
(scoured  basis)  in  July  compared  with  11.8  million  pounds  in  June  and  11. 5 
million  pounds  in  July  last  year.     Tho  July  rate  of  consumption  v^'^s  the  lowest 
since  September  19^2,     Vacation  periods  and  manpovrer  shortages' probably 
account  in  part  for  the  decline  in  consumption  in  July.    Consumption  of  appare 
vrool  on  a  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis  totaled- 6d1  million  pounds  in  the  firs 
7  months  of  19^3  compared  with  approximately  632  million  pounds  in  the 
corresponding  period  Ip.st  year. 

Consumption  of  carpet  vrool  totaled  26  million  poimds  (grease  basis) 
in  the  first  7  months  of  19^+3  compared  vrith  k2  million  pounds  in  the  same 
months  last  year  ^nd  the  5-ycar  average  (1937~'+1)  for  those  months  of  Ek 
million  pounds. 

Army  Requirements  for  Wool  Goods 
to  be  Reduced  in  I9W 

Procurement  of  blankets  pnd  wool  fabrics  for  Army  use  will  be  sub- 
stantially reduced  in  19^^  according  to  the  Office  of  the  Qup,rtermaster 
General.    Army  reqtiiremcnts  thus  far  hpve  been  based  on  a  large  issue  of 
goods  for  men  coming  into  the  service  and  for  stocking  overseas  depots. 
Now,  hov/ever,   initial  issue  h^s  been  supplied  and  the  size  of  the  Army  is 
besing  stabilized.    Army  buying  of  wool  goods  vrill  now  be  chiefly  for 
replacem.ent. 

The  Q,uartermaster  Corps  stated  that  deliveries  of  19^4^  procurement  are 
expected  to  be  at  approximately  the  same  rate  ."-=s  present  deferred  deliveries. 
This  would  indicate  a  reduction  of  about  5O  percent  in  the  principal  v.rool 
fabrics  such  as  uniform  serge,   shirting  flannel,  overcoating,  and  blankets. 
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High  Rate  of  Mill  Consiunption 

Anticipated  for  19^4  ■ 

Although  Array  requirerncnts  will  iDe  reduced  in  the  latter  part  of 
19^3  ill  19^^>   it  is  expected  that  total '  Govornuent  and  civilian  demand 

will  be  large  enough  to  support  a  high  rate'  of  mill  consumption.  Bare 
maintenance  requirements  of  the  armed  forces" will  ho  heavy  as  long  as  the 
war  continues,  and  lend-lop.so  and  other  'export'  reauiror.Gnts  prohahly  will 
increase  in  19^^.     Moreover,  production  for  civilir^n  use  has  "been  sharply 
limited  since  e-^rly  19^2  and  stocks  of  civilian  goods  are  relatively  small. 
Civilians  undouTDtedly  >rill  t^iice  a  l^^rgcr  quantity  of  wool-  goods  if  .avail- 
able.    If  the  war  should  end  in  19^^i  release  of  mer.bcrs  of  the  armed 
forces  v^ould  stimulate  civilian  consumption. 

Unfilled  orders  for  civilian  fabrics  held' by  mills  reporting  to  the 
l\fational  As-sociation  ,;of  Wool  Manufacturers  at  the  end  of  June  indicate  an 
increase  in  production  of  civilian  goods.    Unfilled  orders  for  civilian 
wear  v/ere  larger  at  the  end  of  June  than  at  any  time  since  the  first 
quarter  of  I9U2.      -.  .         .  '  ■ 

Table  k.-  Wool  cloth:     Unfilled  orders  reported  by  mills, 
United  States,   selected  dr-tes  1938-^3 


Other 


■  Date 

•  Governm.ent 

Men '  s 

Wor.on '  s 

Total 

wear 

i-'ear 

1,000  linear 

l,-000  linear 

1,000  linear 

1,000  linear 

yards 

yards  , 

yards 

yards 

End  of  second  quarter 

1938  (July  2) 

995 

13,286 

8,0Ul' 

22,322 

.  1939  (July  1) 

661 

19.913 

1.1,526 

32,100 

,  I9U0  (June  29)  , 

9.U36 

17.564 

12,933 

39.933 

■  19^1  (June  28) 

23,018 

Us  ,.315 

18,961 

91,29^ 

19^2 . quarterly 

54,126 

Jan.  3 

3^.129 

12,U70 

100,785 

Mar.  28 

51.519 

27,2^3 

10.357 

89. 119 

June  27 

20,^95 

21, 520 

7".  9^9 

109, 96U 

Oct.  3 

6U,oio 

15,081  ■ 

,6,537 

.  85,628 

19^3  quarterly 

Jan.  2 

68,336 

.  IS.  732 

9.777 

96.8^5 

Mar.  27 

U3.273 

■  28,059 

10,732 

82,064 

June  26   ,    .         ;.  ,  . 

60,151 

27.239 

15,016 

102, U06 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Statistics  of  Wool  Manuf .'i.cture  published' by  the 
National  Association  -of  V/ool  Ma.nuf acturors.     Statis-tics  pre  for  cloth  con- 
taining over  25  percent  of  yarns  spun  on  the  woolo-n  and  worsted  systems. 
Cloth  less  than  5O  inches  wide  is  reported  in  equivalent  5.4-inch  yardage. 
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Commercial  Stocks  o_f  Wool  on  June  26 

Smaller  Than  a  Year  Earlier  :  ■•■ 

Stocks  of  apparel  and  carpet  wool  held  "by  dealers  and  manufacturers^ 
in  the  United  .States  .on  J-une  26,"  19'^3.v  -tote.-led,  566  ml  111  oji' pounds  Tgi'easy" 
shorn  and  pulled  basis)  .    About  32O  million  pounds'  ■vrere"'dpmesti c  wool  and 
2kS  million  pound^~  were  foreign  wool.*   Domestic,  wool  stocks  were  about  equal 

 to'  stocks  reported  on  the- corresponding  date  i;ast  year" b'u^  foreign  wool  stocks 

•.  were  77 'iral lion  pounds  smaller  than'  in'  I9U2.  '  •  • "  . 

*  * 

Dealers*  stocks  of  domestic  wool,  which  included  wp p  1^  held.  pj\  j3Dn- 
signment  for  the  CoTrimodity  Credit  Corporation,  totaled  21_6  million- pounds 
compared  with  lEl  million  pounds'  on  July       19^2.     Such  stocks'  wer^  con-  • 
siderably  larger  than  in  any  recent  year.    Manufacturers stocks  oi"  domerstic 
and  foreign  wool  \'/ere  smaller  this  year  then  last.    A  part,  of  the  -current 
clip  was  still  on  farms  and  ranches  at  the  end  of  June.     Wool  has  moved 
rapidly  to  dealers  this  year  as  a  result  of  early  contracting,  p,nd.  rapid 
consignment  to  dealers  for  purchase  "by  the  Commodity  Credit.  Corporation.  • 

Table  5»~  Stocks  of  apparel  and  carpet  wool  held  by  dea,lers;and  manufacturers, 
.-  —  .     grease  bas-is,  United  States,  1937-^3   


Year  and  date 


^nd  of  second  quarter 

1937  (J^e  26) 

1938  (June  25) 

1939  (July  1)  . 
19^0  (June  29) 
19^1  (June  2S) 

3y  quarters 
I9U2 

April  k  

July  k 

October  3  • • • 
December  26  . 

'  19^3 

March  27  .... 
June  26   


Dealers  : Manufacturers:    Dealers  :Manuf9,ctu.i'^r5 


131,967 
169,0^3 
107,910 

110, 7S3 
100,076 


1,000  lb.      1,000  lb. 


87,9S9 
95.397 
103.857 

99,883 
91,928 


1,000  lb.     1 , 900 . lb . 


18,1471 

16,832 
16,486 
18,785 
3^.335 


86,823 

58,076 
63,5462 

8l4,266 
182,023 


52.239. 

88,712 

64. 529 

209,909 

181, U19 

lUo.oUo 

62,091 

261,772 

122,229 

165.339 

89,117 

228,393 

61,783 

iU6,97U 

75.88I4 

179,087 

38.67I4 

83.920 

I4l4,46l 

156,599 

215.955 

103,616 

42,952 

203,836 

Dealers  and 
tianuf  aoturer- 


1,000  lb.-. 


025.250 
.339.3^8 
291.715 
313.717 
408,362 


415.389 
645,322 
605,078 
463,728 

323,656 
566,359 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
1/  Includes  carpet  vraol. 
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Table  6.~  Stocks  of  -wool  and  similar  filDers  held  by  dealers  and  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States,  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  "basis,  June  26,  19U-3  ij 


Grade 


Sheep's  wool: 


Ungraded  ....», 

Pine  {6i|s  and  finer) 
1/2  blood  (60s-6?s) 
■"3/S  blood  (56s-58s) 
1/U  blood  (50s-52s.) 
Low  ijk-  blood  (UGs-Ug's) 

Common  (U^s)  . ♦  

Braid  (^Os  and  coarser) 
Total  apparel  


Domestic 


Foreign 


Total 


Dealers 


Manufac-:  ^    ,        :  Manufac-;  ^  ^ 

^■^^^^■^r,  .  Dealers  .  .  Dealers 

turers  i  .     turers  : 


Carpet  wool  ..•*«  : 

._  ,.  Total  sheep's  wool 


Mohair  ... 
Alpaca  • . . 

Other  llaina  fabrics  •. 
Camels'  hair  and  cashmere 
Common  goat  hair 
(combing)  .........w...* 


1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

53»593 





.  80,174 

^0,57^ 

12,521 

27,102 

17,319 

3.153 

35,^28 

■  27  ...827 

15.003 

15.151 

13.210 

U,229 

2,722 

2,75^ 

l»23l 

1,^96 

.  1.297 

,.  1,668 

289 

i.m. 

215,955 

103.579 

39,044 

 ^7 

3,508 

215.955 

. 103,616 

■42, 95^ 

66,03!+ 
22,950 
314,020 

10,325 

3.9^1 
10,720 
6,U83 
"15^73 


1,000  lb». 


53,593 
92,695 

30,255 
50,^31 

19,320 

3.953 
3,164 
1,528 
"25?7^9 


IISZ3S 

2DJ,'^5! 


3,908 
'258,907 


3,833 
1,365 
16U 

127 
U32 


Manuf  ac- 
1,000  lb" 


106,608 
1+0,269 
6l,8U7 
23,535 
6,695 
12,017 

 7.081 

258,052 


49 , 400 
3077552" 


9.UU3 
■  ■  I13I1 
16 
309 

2,017 


Compiled  from  Wool  Stocks  Report,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

!_/  These  statistics  do  not  include  wool  afloat  to  United  States  dealers  and  manu- 
facturers and  wools  held  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  as  a  strategic  reserve. 
2/  Warehouse  and  country  dealers'  stocks,  mostly  fine  grades.. 

Because  of  changes  in  the  classification  of  fine  and  coarse  carpet /tooIs  for 
consumption  purposes,  these  figures  are  not  comparable  with  1^1+2  figures  reported  in 
The  Livestock  and  Wool  Situation. 
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Livestock:  ■' Marketings  and  -slaughter  ststistics,  "by  speciesj 

 '_  August  19^.3'i,  ' ^j'/i t h  CO mp ar i  so n 3   ,  ^  _ 

_    -  Jan. -July        _;  19^2  tj^/,,^,  19^5  _ 


"  ■]; tern- 


Unit 


Cattle  and  calves'--'        * . ,  '       ,  : 
I'Tumber  slaughtered  under  : 
federal  inspection:  : 

Steers   :  Thous. 

Go'w^  and  heifers   :  " 

All  cattle   .  :  J' 

•  '         Percentage  cbw.s  and  heifer,s  : 

'are  of  total  cattle  Pet. 

Calves  ^ . ;   . . :  Thous . 

Average  live  weight:  •  .  ; 

Cattle  Lb. 

Gal,ves    :    '  " 

Total  dressed  Veight;-  ..        :  ^ 

Cattle  :Mil.  ITd. 

Calves   ;  ,  :   _  " 

Shipments  of  feeder  cattle  and  : 
calves  to  eight  Corn  Belt  : 
States  1/   •.  J'  Thous. 

Hogs     -T  ;  ' 

Num'ber  slaughtered  under  :"■ 

Federal  inspection  :       "  • 

Average  live  weight   :  Lb. 

Peiicentage  packing,  sows  are  of  : 

all  purchases  at  seven  narkets  :  Pet. 
Total  production. und-er  '   .  : 
^Federal  inspection;  .  : 

Pork  :Mil.  lb. 

.„     -..  Lard  2/      :  " 

Average  yield  per  'hog:  < 

"  .Pdrk  :  Lb. 

Lard  2/  ^   ..:  " 

Storage  stocks  end  of  month:  : 

■-  Pork   :Mil.  lb. 

Lard  2/  :  " 

Sh-gep  ajid., lambs  -  : 
IJumber  slaughtered  under  .  : 

■   »Federal  inspection  :  Thous. 

Average  live  weight  ...v  ,,\  Lb. 

'To.t al  dr es sed  .weight   : Mi  1 .  lb . 

•Shipments  of  fee'der  la^bs  to    .  : 
eight  Corn  Belt  States  1./  ...,..:  Thous. 
^9_tal  dressed  weight  of  live-  ': 

.stock  slaughtered  \inder-           \     :       ,  . 
•  Peder,al"  in'ffpectdon  :Hil.'lb, 


■.•191+1  ■•;  I9U2  ;  I9U3  ;  Aug*  .  July  ;  Aug 


•  9S0:.  969' 

•  I85: .  .  190 

■3,120  3,632 

. 326  3U5 


790  763 


2U1 
■■  z 


2U3' 

10 


33.^  33.1 


3,222 

2,3S1 
5,828 

538 
"^2,6  , 
1,10.3' 

493 
-  303 

8'!+ 5 

928 

U0.8 

^7.7 

■  •  1^60  • 

35.-9 

■  335 

U3I+ 

^  977 
175' 

•  937 

232 

■  970 
199 

3.1^0 

239 

555 
'  •  59 

Ul+g 
38 

713 

222 

160 

)^.32^ 

djO 

■» 

3.223 

cLOO 

5.^^27 

57)1 

U,^6U 

11 

w. 

"  30 

3S 

^,^?8^- 
1,151+ 

■■•1+96- 
■  107 

S52 
.  200 

1I+9.9 
32.7 

I5I+.5  ■ 
33.2 

157.3 
37.0 

■  337 

•  .85 

51+li 
2\\ 

1/  ^95 
1/  261 

10,-35S. 10,918  11,380   i,8Uo   1,988  2,269 
-    90        91  .      91        86  86 


.963.,],. 033  1.203 


73 

■1+88 


78 
129 


1+32 


•g.,  661+ 10^070  10,723   1,329  1,690 


'  \j  Tota.,!'  shipments  direct  ojid  from  public  .sto ckya.rds  to  Ohio ,  -Indiana^  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,'  lo^^a,  and' Jfebrdska-.  •  This 'series  is  changed  from  the- 
one  appearing  in  previous  issues,"  due  to  the'' addition  of  Illinois. 
2/  Including  rendered  pork  fat.  '  ;     ■.-  '    .  '  ^ 

Preliminary. 


SEPTEMBER  •  -  22  - 


Livestock  prices  per  100  pounds  (except  where  noted),  species, 

August  19^3 »  with  comparisons 


• 

Item  : 

19^2  : 

« 
• 

19V3 

annual :1 931-40: 
average: average: 

1941  J 

1942  . 

-  • 

June  , 

• 

-  • 

July  . 
• 

Aug. 

• 

Dol. 

Pol, 

Dol. 

"DoT.^"" 

Dol,^ 

Dol, 

« 

Cattle  and  calves  -                 ■  : 

Beef  steers  sold  out  of  first: 

\ 



hands  at  Chicago:  : 

* 

12. b6 

15.19 

10.39 

'15.77 

■16V35' 

16.13 

9.29 

11.58 

IU.S7 

15.50 

15.06 

15.29 

12.22 

7 . 75 

10.62 

13.38 

14.35 

13.78 

13.87 

10. 4o 

.6,08 

8.54 

11.27 

■  12;. 

12M2 

11.69 

13.79 

9.29 

11.73 

iU.87 

15,56 

15.32 

15.36 

Good  grade  cows  at  Chics.go  ..: 

10.90 

:5.80 

S..72 

11.29 

13.^4 

13.63 

12.80 

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice  at  : 

12»Ul 

■8. 80 

1U.88 

15.17 

111.  79 

15.49 

Stocker  end  feeder  steers  at  : 

11.75 

"6.34 

9*79" 

'i2.65~ 

.,14,38  ■ 

■  ■  '12.1+8' 

12.17 

Average  price  paid  'Dy  ; 

packers:  ; 

■ ii . 52 

10.  Qg 

6  "^Q 

9^57 

13.66' 

' " '12.69 

12.61 

1/ 

11.03 

13.28 

14.82 

.  1^.33 

1P.07 

.  6.  7'^ 

10.55 

. 12. Uo 

1U,14 

13,36 

Hogs  •-  ; 

Average  market  price  at  : 

Chi  cago :  : 

13.69 

■  1/ 

11.23 

1U.7I1 

13.95 

13. S7 

l4.42 

.'  1/ 

10.03 

13.95 

13.38 

13.04 

13.50 

13.70  . 

•  J  •  22 

10.68 

1U.77 

13.85 

13.56 

13«97 

Average  price  paid  "by  packers: 

7.22 

10.81 

lU.28 

'13.6'1 

T3,'48 

Average  price  No.  3  Yellow  : 

-  •  •  ■ 

3/io6\5 

S3. 3 

;66.8 

7^.9 

84.1+ 

106.1 ' 

3/106.5 

Kog-corn  price  ratio  -at         .  : 

lU.'j  ' 

16. U 

11.2 

'17.0 

'I3.I" 

■  ';i2.7 

;,■  13.1 

Sheep  and  lamlis  -      ■           -  ■: 

. ; 

Spring  lambs,  Good  Choice: 

11.63" 

8.32 

■  14..7I1 

13.99 

Feeding  lambs-.  Good  and  ; 

13.^7 

Choice  grade  at  O'laha  : 

6.96 

16.63 

12. 9U 



Ewes,  Good  and  Choice  grade  : 

'  6.60  ,' 

■ 

■  6.01" 

7.3s 

6.9  s 

Average  price  paid  "by  packers: 

11.80 

7.36 

10.06 

11.87 

12.53 

11.93 

Index  retail  mea^t  prices  5/ 

IOS.3 

81. 9 

95.6' 

111.4 

118,9 

.  112.4 

111.5 

Index  income  of  industrial  : 

• 

IS7.I  . 

71.5 

1^2.0 

196.5 

238.7 

240.3'- 

!_/  Not  available.   "2/" "Cents  per  bushel.  Reip resents  ceiling  price,    ^/  Number  of 

bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs.    _5/  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  converted  to  1924-29  base.     6/  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
1924-29  =  100.    Revised  March  I943, 


LWS-17 


-  23  - 


Wool:    Mill  consumption  and  machine  activity,  United  States, 
' selected  periods,  19^1-^3 


Item 


Mill  consumption 
Grease  basis  ^/ 
Apparel  wool  - 

Domestic  '  '. . . 

Foreign  (duty  paid) 

Total  

Carpet  wool  -         "  ' 
Foreign  (duty  frfee) 
Scoured  basis 

Apparel  wool  ........ 

Carpet  wool  


Machine  activity 
Hours  per  available' 
machine  - 
Worsted  combs  ..... 

Bradford  

French  .......... 

Worsted  spindles  .; 
Woolen  spindles  ... 
In  wollen  mills  . • 
In. knitting  mills 
In -carpet  mills  i. 
Worsted  and  woolen 
looms  7/  ~ 
On  wool  fabrics  8/ 
On  «cotton  'fabrics 
Carpet  and  i>ug 

looms  7/  •  ••  

Carpet  l^ooms  - 

On  .blanket's  

On  .cotton  fabrics 


I9UI 


Aggregate   

Jan. "'July  2/ 


Weekly  average 


19U2  1/:    ^^^2   :  ^^^^ 


1,000 

pounds 


1,000 
;pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 

pounds 


^9-3.93'^    '530, 3W    277,271  29.7.^060 

^73.751  ^526,185   333.1^1  3J63.963 

967,6851,056,526  -6io,Ui2  6^1,023 

199,^53  ;  59.687;    Uo,i92  2;5'.686 

509, oiU   560, U69   327.799  365.766 

138,917      i+3,100      28,598  18,899 


809 


533 


86.7 
■7^.9 

110.6 
61.0 
63.8 
64.3 
50.0 
■72.0 


88.8 
75.8' 
113.7 
58.9" 
7)^.5 
79.0 

57.7" 


Weekly  average  in  hours 


92.2 
79*.  6 
116. u 

58;u 

7U.I 

72.7 

56I2 
U6.8 


.  23. u 
'  69.8 

199,- 7 
58.8 

76.7 
.?Pr7 
.5,$.?. 


9^.3- 
82.7 
116.5 
6-^.1 

76.7 

61.1 

^3»2. 


.  85.1 

71. i+ 
110.9 
58.1 
76.7 
81.0. 

59.3 
.53.0 


:    July  : 
:    19U2  : 

Jujie  : 
19^3  ' 

July 
I9U3 

V  - 

1,000 

pounds 

IjOOO 

pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

. .  .IQ.5I8 
11. 08U  ■ 
21,602 

7,99^ 
13.036  ■ 
21,030  ■ 

8,070 
11,633 
1.9.703 

...  1.079 

708 

■  5S2 

11,^7^1 

11,832 

10 , 9^8 

U36 


78.5 

66.x 
101.9 
5U.3 

70.3 
7^.tD 
5U.0 
50.1 


59.8 

68.8 

•    9/  ; 

69.0 

5/ 

65.8 
■.  2.1 

72.2 

9/ 

6U.3 
1.9 

59.2 
1.7 

■38.6 

•  30.6^ 

32.7 

16.5  ^ 

30. U 

15.2 

13.4 

9/ 

•  9/  ' 

•  9/  ' 

9/, 
It 

-..5.2  . 

33.5 

f 

if 

5.7 
29.9 

5.8 
26.8 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

1/  51  weeks  ended  December  26,  not  strictly  comparable  with  19I1I  total  which  is  for 
52  weeks.     2/  Jan. -July  period  represents  30  weeks  in  I9U2  and'31  weeks  in  19^3. 
Hence  the  totals  are  not  comparable.    ^/  U-week  period.     4/  5-week  period. 
5/  Apparel  wool  includes  all  domestic  wool  and  all  duty-paid  foreign  wool.    Cg,rpet  . 
wool  includes  only  foreign  wool  entered  free  of  duty  for ^the  manufacture  of  floor 
coverings,  press  cloth,  knit  or  felt  boots  or  lumbermen's  socks,     6/  Total  of  shorn 
and  pulled  wool.    Pulled  wool,  grease  basis,  is  in  condition  received  from  pulleries 
and  is  mostly  washed.     7/  I9U3  figures  not  strictly  comparable  with  those  of  earlier 
years  because  of  different  method  'of  reporting.     8/  Includes  blended  fabrics. 
2/  Not  available.  "" 


SSPTE>SI.iMSU3 


2^4  V. 


Prices  per  poviid  of  wol  and  other  textile  raw  materials  in 
the  Unite'd  -State-g,  selected  periods,  19^U3 


Item 


Bos ton  market  - 

Territory,  scoured  basis  - 
61ls,  70s,  80s  (fine)  staple 

combing  

5bs  (3/8  blood)  combing  ..... 

U5s  (low  l/U  blood)   , 

Bright  fleece,  greasy  - 

6Us,  70s,  SOs  (fine)  delaine 

5bs  (3/8  blood)  combing   

hSs  (lov/  1/U  blood)   

Foreign  vrool  -  in  bond  at 
Boston  !_/  - 

Sydney  ~  scoured  basis  - 
bUs,  70s,  good  combing 
Cape  -  scoured  basis  - 

12  months,  combing  .... 
Montevideo  -  grease  basis 
Merinos  (SO-S^i-s)  ..... 

Is  (56s)  

Prices  received  by  farmers, 
grease  basis,  15th  of  month 


Average  prices,  scoured  basi 

10  grades,  Boston   

United  States  farm  price  . 
Spread  , . 


Textile  fibers: 

l.'ool,  territory  fine  staple  kf 


Cotton,  15/16"  Middling  5/ 
Rayon  yarn,  I50  denier  6/ 
Rayon  staple  fiber  j/  - 
.    Viscose  1-1/2  denier  ,. 
Acetate  ^  denier  


2/  - 


8U.7 
70,2 
IU.5 


Avera.ge 

• 

13^2  : 

i«  — 

19^13 

191+0  ; 

1941  : 

19^2  : 

Aug.  : 

*  June  ; 

July  : 

Aug, 

Cents 

Gents 

Cents 

Cents 

" Cents 

Cents* 

Cents 

96.3 
79.7 
76.1 

108. g 
91.2. 
.  82.3 

119.1 
102.6 

90.7 

119.0 
101,5 

91.5 

119.5 

IOU^'5*  • 

9U.0 

116.9 
1-0^.5 
■  9^.0 

116.0 
10U,5 

9^4.0 

38.0 
U1.2 

Ul.O 

■  U3,l 
U6.8 
U6,5 

U7.2 
51,8 

^7,0 
50*0 
^9.5 

U7.0 
5I1.5  • 
51*8 

■U7.O 
5U.5 
52,0 

^7,0 
5I1.5 
52.0 

67.9 

72,7 

78.1 

79.0 ' 

76.  B 

76,^ 

62.9 

70.9 

75.6 

76.5' 

75.5 

75.5 

75.5 

31.2 

32. u 

38.6 

i+3.0 
U2.5 

^3.0 

U2,2 

^2:5' 
U2.5' 

H2.5 
'  •  i+2. 5 

U2.5 
U2.:5 

^8.3 

35-5 

^,1 

39.9; 

■ '^1.3 

Ul,5 

^1.2 

96.6  107.0'  106.3 
86. U  il3l,2.  yhz^i 
10.2      9.S  7,6 


108.6 

102.5 
6.1 


107.6 
102.6 
5.0 


107,2 
101.8 . 


96.3 

103.8 

119.1 

119.0; 

119.5 

116,9 

116.0 

10.2 

13.9 

19.3 

-  18.6 

21.1 

20.9 

20.U 

53.0 

51.6 

55.0' 

55.0 

55".  0  ' 

■  '55.0 

55»0 

25.0 

25.0 

25.0 

25.0 

2*5.'0' 

25.0 

25.0 

5+3.0 

^3.0 

i+3*0 

i+3.0  ' 

U3.0 

U3.0 

U3.0 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Pood  .Distribution  Administration  except  as  othervrise 
ao*".sd. 

1/  Before  payment  of  dv.ty.    Compiled  from  the  Boston  Commercial  Bulletin. 
?!  loT  basis  of  computations  see  February  19^3  issue  of  The  Livestock  and  ^-"'ool 
Situation.  :    '  ,^ 

3/  Revised. 

\l  Scoured  ba„sis,  Boston  market. 
3/  Average  at  10  markets. 

5^/  Domes.tic  yarn,  first  quality.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.        '  ..  ,.. 

7/  F.o.b.  producing  plants.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  '  •  /  ' 
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APPAREL  WOOL,  SCOURED  BASIS:  MILL  CONSUMPTION  BY  PLACE  OF 
ORIGIN,  UNITED  STATES,  1935-39  AVERAGE,  AND  1940-43 

WEEKLY  AVERAGE  rOR  EACH  MONTH 


POUNDS 
(MILLIONS) 


12 


10 


1935-39  AV.  1940  1941 

DATA  FROM  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 


1942 


1943 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  .  NEG.    43273  BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

Figure  2.-  Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  is  now  limited  chiefly  by  machinery  capacity  and 
available  manpower.  Although  military  requirements  for  wool  will  be  reduced  in  19m  jt  is  an- 
ticipated that  civilian  demand  will  be  large  enough  to  support  a  high  rate  of  wool  consumption. 
The  record  consumption  in  recent  years  has  greatly  increased  mill  requirements  for  foreign  wools. 
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WOOL,  SHORN:  PRODUCTION.  PRICE.AND  CASH 
FARM  INCOME.  UNITED  STATES.  1918-43 


PRODUCTION 

POUNDS 
(  MILLIONS  1 


500 


PRICE 

( CENTS  PER 
POUND ) 


400 


300 


200 


100 


0 

INCOME 

DOLLAR'S 

I  MILLIONS  1 


120 


80 


40 


CASH  FARM  INCOME 


120 


80 


40 


1918 


1922 


1926  1930  1934 

DATA  FOR  1943  ARE  PRELIMINARY 


1938 


1942 


S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURe 


NEG.  38502          BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  3.-  Because  of   reduced  sheep  numbers,  farmers   have   less  wool  to  sell   in  194-3  than  in 

the  last  two  years  of  record  production.    Prices  this  year,  however,  are  averaging  about  a  cent  a 

pound  higher  than  last  year  and  the  191+3  income  from  wool  will  not  differ  much  from  last  year's 
record  income  of  157  million  dollars. 


